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THE HANGING OF THE GREEN
Sunday, November 30, 2008

Prelude

Congregational Hymn, no. 96 “Good Christian Men Rejoice”

Call to Worship

 Tonight, we come together to prepare for the birthday of a King.
 Tonight we make ready our welcome for God’s only Son, Jesus of Nazareth.

 We begin this special and holy season of Advent, the season of preparing our 
hearts to celebrate the birth of Christ.

As we renew the special meaning of the Advent season, and the message of new hope 
and eternal life.

 Let us clear our minds and open our hearts to the coming of the Lord.
 Let us also honor His birth by adorning our church for the coming of our 

King.

 Let our songs and symbols represent our personal rededication of the glory of 
God and the manifestation of His love through His Son, Jesus Christ.

 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”

Invocation

What is Advent?
 We are gathered here tonight at the beginning of the season of advent.  This is not the first 
time that we have gathered for this reason.  Most likely, it will not be the last.  The word advent 
means, “coming.”  During this season, we celebrate the coming of Christ at Bethlehem, his 
coming into our hearts, and his Second Coming.  Traditionally, this season is not a celebration of 
Christmas, for that comes on the December 25th.  Rather, this is a time to prepare our lives and 
hearts for Christmas, that we may receive Christ once again and make him present to the world 
through us.
 Everything about the Advent season points to a tiny baby in a manger on the outskirts of 
Bethlehem.  But who was this baby around whom angels sang and shepherds came?  Who was 
this child that threatened earthly rulers and beckoned wise men to come and worship?  Who was 
this little baby that lie in the arms of a young virgin named Mary?  It would be a question that 
would follow him his whole life – even his own disciples didn’t always get it.  Jesus would one 
day ask the disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?"  
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They replied, "Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or 
one of the prophets."  

"But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say I am?"
Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."
Yes, He is the Christ, the Messiah, the Lord of lords and King of kings, the Son of God.  

He is all this and more.  Yes, this is a season of preparation, a season of lights, of candles, of 
carols and bells.  It is a season of laughter and joy, of family and friends.  It is a season of gifts – 
a celebration of the greatest gift of all.  As we decorate, we don’t do it just to make our sanctuary 
pretty, though we would all probably agree that it does.  We don’t do it because it makes us feel 
warm and cozy inside, though that might very well happen.  We decorate because every little 
piece of decoration is a sign.  Everything that we place tonight helps to answer that question, 
Who is this baby that lies in the manger?  

As we worship tonight, may we experience the most profound emotion of the Advent 
season – that of hope.  We live in the hope that God is faithful and Jesus’ words will one day ring 
true, “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that 
where I am you may also be going.”  Let us worship together with the praise that was echoed by 
the early church: Maranatha!  “Come, Lord Jesus!”

Solo “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”
 John Little

Jesus, “The Incarnate Word”
The Wreaths

Scripture and Narration John 1:1-5, 14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in 
the beginning with God.  All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing 
made that was made.  In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it…And the Word became flesh and dwelt among 
us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Who is this baby in the manger?  He was there in the beginning.  All things were created by him 
and through him.  He was life itself.  He did not just possess life, he was life.  He is life.  The 
story of Christmas does not begin in a manger in Bethlehem.  No, the story of Christmas begins 
much, much earlier – before anything was ever created, Jesus was there and life itself came into 
being because of him.  As we hang the wreaths on the window, they are a reminder of the eternal 
Christ.  They are shaped in a circle, with no beginning and no end, a reminder that Christ’s life 
did not start in the manger, but that he is life.  “The Word became flesh,” the scriptures tell us, 
and yet Jesus has been, and will be, the Christ for all eternity.  Let us rejoice, for the Messiah, the 
Christ, has come!
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Solo “Christ is Come”
 Steven Norris

Jesus, “The Light of the World”
The Candles

Scripture and Narration John 1:6-10; 8:12

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  He came as a witness, to bear witness 
about the light, that all might believe through him.  He was not the light, but came to bear 
witness about the light.  The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him.

“In most cultures a Candle in the Window was used to signal a Family's loyalty to a loved one 
who was away traveling.  It let that person know the family awaited their return and the hearth 
was warm and waiting for them.  In Ireland during times of religious persecution, the Window 
Candle signaled the location of religious services.  In Colonial America a Candle in the Window 
was used to honor dignitaries, announce births, and just plain celebrate.”  The candles we place 
in our windows tonight have a two-fold purpose.  As the scripture says, Jesus is the true light, the 
light of the world, the one who dispels darkness forever.  He told his followers as well, you are 
the light of the world and the salt of the earth.  We carry the light of Christ within us, not just 
through the Christmas season, but all year ‘round, and are commanded to call people out of the 
darkness of sin and death.  Our calling is to be a mirror – as the light of Christ shines on us and 
into our hearts, we are to reflect that light to the world.  The candles also remind us that Jesus has 
promised to return.  We wait expectantly for his promise to be fulfilled.  We are to be always 
ready, anticipating our honored guest, for we do not know when that day will be.  

Men’s Trio “Shine on Us”
 Benji Curry, Jack Darida, John Elliott 

Jesus, “The Life”
The Evergreens

Scripture and Narration John 1:11-13; 3:3, 6; 2 Corinthians 5:17

He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him.  But to all who did receive 
him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not 
of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.
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Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God . . . 
That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.
 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.  The old has passed away; behold, 
the new has come.

What better celebration of life than the birth of a baby?  It reminds us all how precious life is, 
how life itself is nothing less than a miracle.  As a little child receives life for the first time, we 
are in awe of the life we have also received and the handiwork of God.  But the baby Jesus in the 
manger was not given life, he was life.  But not only that, he is the giver of eternal life.  For all of 
us who have put our faith in Jesus, we have been born again.  We have received new life, 
abundant life, eternal life through him.  As we hang the evergreens, they are a reminder of this 
life that never ends.  They remind us that this little baby has been from the beginning and will be 
for all eternity.  They remind us of our hope in the future – that even though we see merely a 
reflection of heaven today, we will one day see Jesus face-to-face and will experience true life 
for all eternity as we live with the Father in heaven.

Congregational Hymn, no. 77 “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”

Jesus, “The Savior”
The Poinsettias

Scripture and Narration Romans 5:6-11

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.  For one will scarcely 
die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— but 
God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  Since, therefore, 
we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of 
God.  For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much 
more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.  More than that, we also rejoice 
in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.

The bright, blood-red poinsettia has become the most popular of all Christmas flowers.  “The 
legend of the poinsettia tells of a poor village boy in Mexico who wanted to give the Holy Child 
a gift, but had no money.  In desperation, he picked some weeds on his way to church to leave as 
his gift.  He prayed to God to help him show his love and God answered by turning the weeds 
into a beautiful star-shaped flower with bright red leaves.  The poinsettia has been a Christmas 
symbol ever since signifying how Jesus meets the needs of His believers.”  The star of the flower 
is said to represent the star that stood over the Christ Child, while the red leaves represents the 
shed blood of Christ who came to be our Savior.  Let the poinsettias of Christmas always be a 
reminder that the cross looms close to the humble manger – and that the baby that was born 
there, was born to die a cruel death and to reconcile us to the Father.  
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Women’s Ensemble “O Holy Night”

Jesus, “The Alpha and Omega”
The Nativity

Scripture and Narration Revelation 1:4-8
 Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn 
of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth.

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood and made us a kingdom, 
priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.  Behold, he 
is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him, and all tribes 
of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen.

"I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty."

Who is this Holy child in the manger?  Why the angel’s songs?  Why such great celebration?  
Amidst the cooing and crying, laughter and tears, spit-up and dirty diapers, was it evident to 
anyone just who this baby really was?  Could you look into those little sparkling eyes and the see 
the whole of creation reflected there?  Did anyone suspect that this little bundle of joy was the 
Alpha (the beginning through whom all things were created) and the Omega (the end, the final 
sacrifice, the reconciler of the world)?  Do we even realize that today as we celebrate some 2,000 
years later?  Maybe Mark Lowry captured it best when he wrote:

Mary, did you know that your baby boy is Lord of all creation?
Did you know that your baby boy will one day rule the nations?

Did you know that your baby boy is heaven’s perfect lamb?
This sleeping child you’re holding is the great I Am.

As we gather together this Advent, let us prepare our hearts – not for just one more season of 
pretty lights and flowers, trees and presents, parties and relatives.  Let us gather around the 
manger and peer in on the Christ Child – the Word made flesh; the Light of the World; The Way, 
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The Truth, and The Life; The Savior; the Alpha and Omega; the Messiah.  Let us come, let us 
worship, Christ the Lord!

Congregational Hymn, no. 89 “O Come, All Ye Faithful”

Benediction
 And now may God, Creator of light, and trees and flowers, grant us peace.  As we have 
decorated this place of worship, may we also live lives of worship decorated with God’s forever 
things—forever love, forever life, forever living, forever growing, forever…green.  In the name 
of God’s love and light in Jesus Christ.  Amen.


