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THE HANGING OF THE GREEN

“The Wedding”
written by Darshan Hartgrove

Prelude “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee / Joy to the World”

Reader 1:  Tonight, we come to prepare our sanctuary for the celebration of the birth of our 
Savior!

Reader 2:  We also come this evening to prepare our hearts to celebrate the fact that we are His 
church, the Bride of Christ!

Reader 1:  As we begin this special and holy season of advent, may we be reminded of new 
hope and eternal life that has been made possible for us through the babe of Christmas.

Reader 2:  As we remember His birth, may we also renew our hope in the promise that one day 
He will return to receive us as His bride!

Readers 1 & 2:  Lord, may our worship through songs and symbols glorify you this evening. We 
thank you and praise you for the gift of Your Son that makes union with You possible!

Congregational Hymn “Here I Am To Worship / O Little Town of Bethlehem”
(Thos lighting candles will quietly make their way to the foyer at the end of this hymn.)

Prayer

Scripture Reader 1:  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God.  He was with God in the beginning.  Through Him all things were made; without Him 
nothing was made that has been made.  In Him was life, and that life was the light of men.  The 
true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world.

Scripture Reader 2:  For God who said, Let light shine out of darkness, made His light shine in 
our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. Now we 
are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that we may 
declare the praises of Him who called us out of darkness into His wonderful light.

Scripture Readers 1 & 2:  Thank you, Father, that Your Word is a lamp unto our feet and a light 
unto our path!

Reader 1:  In God’s word, He often asked His children to make markers to act as spiritual 
reminders.  These symbols were to remind His children of the incredible love, care, and 
protection He has for each one of us.
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Reader 2:  Tonight, let’s rekindle our memories of the meaning of the symbols we use to 
celebrate the birth of our Savior.  As we light candles this season, may we be reminded that Jesus 
told us that He is the light of the world.  Whoever follows Him will never walk in darkness, but 
will have the light of life.
Reader 1:  No longer do we have to live in the darkness of the world or under the power of 
Satan, the prince of this world.  Jesus is the light from God that lights the way for life.

Reader 2:  One day, we will no longer need the sun or the moon for light, for the glory of God 
will give us our light and the Lamb (the Son of God) will be our Lamp.

Readers 1 & 2:  Let us rejoice and be glad and give Him glory.  For the wedding of the Lamb 
will come and we, His Bride, are making ourselves ready!

“Bethlehem’s Dawn” Benji Curry
(The candle lighters will go forward during this song and place or light their candles.)

(Those who will place the poinsettias will go to the foyer after this song.)

Scripture Reader 1:  But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with 
one another, and the blood of Christ, His Son, purifies us from all sin!

Scripture Reader 2:  When Christ came as High Priest of the good things that are already here, 
He went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not manmade, that is to say, not a 
part of creation.  He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves, but He entered the 
Most Holy Place, once for all, by His own blood, having obtained eternal redemption.  The blood 
of goats and bulls and the ashes of the heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean 
sanctified them so that they were outwardly clean.  How much more, then, will the blood of 
Christ, who through the eternal spirit, offered Himself unblemished to God, cleanse our 
consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!

Reader 1:  The blood of the Christ-child has been shed for the forgiveness of our sin!  The 
blood-red poinsettia has become one of the most popular symbols of the Christmas season.  As 
we decorate our homes and sanctuary with the bright red flower, may we remember that the 
infant that lay in the manger also hung on the cross.

Reader 2:  As we look at the star of the leaf which reminds us of the star that hung over the 
child, let us remember that He has offered Himself unblemished as a ransom to set us free from 
our sins.  Once and for all, He has shed His own blood and entered Heaven itself to appear for us 
in God’s presence.  One sacrifice for all mankind has redeemed us forever.

Readers 1 & 2:  Let us hear the promise of His words:  “It is Finished!”

Monologue “It is Finished” from Suddenly One Morning by Charles Swindoll

“Christmas Has Its Cradle” Ellen McKinney and Anna Stover
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(Those placing the poinsettias will come forward during this song.
Those who are to place the evergreen will go to the foyer.)

Scripture Reader 1:  Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be 
lifted up that everyone who believes in Him may have eternal life.  For God so loved the world 
that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life.  And this is the testimony:  God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His 
Son.  He who has the son has life; he who does not have the son of God does not have life.
Scripture Reader 2:  But thanks to God, who always leads us in triumphal procession in Christ 
and through us spreads everywhere the fragrance of the knowledge of Him.  For we are to God 
the aroma of Christ among those who are being saved and those who are perishing.  To the one 
we are the smell of death, to the other, the fragrance of life.  And who is equal to such a task?  
Such confidence as this is ours through Christ before God.  Not that we are competent in 
ourselves but our competence come from God.  He has made us competent as minister of a new 
covenant—not of the letter but of the Spirit for the letter kills, but the Spirit give life!!

Reader 1:  We call this service tonight “The Hanging of the Green” because traditionally 
evergreens represent new life, renewal, and rebirth.

Reader 2:  Plants such as pine, fir, holly, ivy and mistletoe are called evergreen because they do 
not die; throughout the seasons of the year, they remain “evergreen”.  Their fragrance, too, 
reminds us of the freshness of life.  It is for this reason that we decorate with evergreens during 
the Advent season.  It reminds us of the life that we have through Christ—abundant and 
everlasting.

Reader 1:  We have been challenged by God’s word that we, as the body of Christ, are the 
fragrance of life.  We are the aroma of Christ to those who are being saved and to those who are 
perishing.

Reader 2:  May we also receive the confidence of His word that because of His competence, we 
are minister to others by His Spirit which gives life.

“Silent Night / I Wonder As I Wander” Jeanette Robertson
(Those placing the evergreens will go forward during these songs and those who will place the 

wreaths will go to the foyer at the end of these songs.)

Scripture Reader 1:  Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God.  Everyone 
who loves has been born of God and knows God.  Whoever does not love does not know God, 
because God is love.  This is how God showed His love among us:  He sent His one and only 
Son into the world that we might live through Him.  This is love:  not that we loved God, but that 
He loved us and sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Dear friends, since God so 
loved us, we also ought to love one another.  NO one has ever seen God; but if we love one 
another, God live in us and His love is made complete in us.  We know that we live in Him and 
He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit.  And we have seen and testify that the Father has 
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sent His Son to be the Savior of the world.  If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, 
God lives in Him and He in God.  And so we know and rely on the love God has for us.

Scripture Reader 2:  God is love.  Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him.  In this 
way, love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the Day of Judgment, 
because in this world we are like Him.  There is no fear in love.  But perfect love drives out fear, 
because fear has to do with punishment.  The one who fears is not made perfect in love.  We love 
because He first loved us, if anyone says “I love God,”, yet hates his brother, he is a liar.  For 
anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not 
seen.  And He has given us this command:  Whoever loves God must also love his brother.

Reader 1:  In our culture, a wedding band is given as a symbol of our love at the ceremony.  The 
band is an endless circle which reminds our mate of the unending love we intend for them.

Reader 2:  So, too, during this season, we use circular wreaths on our doors and in our sanctuary 
to remind us of the endless love of God.

Reader 1:  Love—only four letters in the English language to describe the heart of who God is!

Reader 2:  As we look at the many wreaths that will surround us this Christmas, may we try with 
our limited human understanding to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of 
God to us given in His Son, the Christ.

Reader 1:  Paul prayed to the Ephesians that they would be rooted and established in love so that 
all the saints could understand the vastness of what God intends for love to look like.

Reader 2:  Let’s think about God’s letter for love—the way He wants us to spell love in our 
lives!!

Reader 1:  Love One Another—Be Devoted to One Another—Rejoice With One Another

Reader 2:  Admonish One Another—Care for One Another—Weep With One Another

Reader 1:  Encourage One Another—Care One Another’s Burdens—Pray for One Another

Reader 2:  Offer Hospitality to One Another—Instruct One Another—Serve One Another

Reader 1:  How wide and long and high and deep is the love of God.  A new command I give 
you:  Love one another, as I have loved you, so you must love one another.  By this all men will 
know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.

Readers 1 & 2:  Only four letters in the English language to describe the heart of who God is!

“How Deep is the Love of Christ” John Little
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(Those who are placing wreaths will bring them in at this time and 
those who are to place the nativity will go to the foyer at the end of this song.)

Scripture Reader 1:  In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be 
taken of the entire Roman world.  This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria.  And everyone went to his own town to register.  So Joseph also went up from 
the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged 
to the house and line of David.  He went there to be register with Mary, who was pledged to be 
married to him and was expecting a child.  While they were there, the time came for the baby to 
be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son.  She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in 
a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

Scripture Reader 2:  And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch 
over their flocks at night.  An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid.  I 
bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  Today in the town of David, a 
Savior has been born to you; He is Christ the Lord.  This will be a sign to you:  You will find a 
baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”  Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host 
appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace to men on whom his favor rests.”

Scripture Reader 1:  When the angels had left them and gone into heave, the shepherds said to 
one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has 
told us about.”  So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the Baby, who was lying in 
the anger.  When they had seen Him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them 
about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.  But Mary 
treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.  The shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been 
told.

Reader 1:  The nativity or crèche is perhaps the most meaningful symbol of all the Christmas 
decorations.  It is said that St. Francis of Assisi created the first Nativity scene for the villagers of 
his town in order to help them visualized the gospel story of Jesus’ birth.  Historically speaking, 
the wise men and shepherds were probably not at the manger at the same time.  Theologically 
speaking, they belong together, signifying that Jesus came for all people:  rich and poor, wise and 
uneducated, those near and those far away.  The message of the angels was “good news of great 
joy which will come to all people.”

Reader 2:  Tonight, we have retold the gospel story—the story of the life of our Savior—from 
the cradle to the cross to exaltation at the Father’s right hand.  Jesus Christ:  who, being in very 
nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made Himself 
nothing—taking the very nature of a servant being made in human likeness and being found in 
appearance as a man he humbled Himself and became obedient to death—even death on a cross!  
Therefore, God exalted Him to the highest place and gave Him the name that is above every 
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name, that at the name of Jesus, every knee should bow in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father!

“Do You See What I See?” John Elliott
(Those bringing the nativity pieces will come forward during this song.)

Reader 1:  “There are Christmas days in heaven where Christ’s high mass is kept, and Christ is 
not glorified because He was born in a manger but because He is born in a broken heart.  And 
these are days when the shepherd brings home the lost sheep upon His shoulders, when the 
church has swept her house and found the lost piece of money, for then are these friends and 
neighbors called together, and they rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory over one sinner 
who repents.”

Reader 2:  Perhaps, tonight, Christ has been born anew in your broken heart.  Maybe you have 
never been able to celebrate Christ as the Light of the World because of the darkness of your sin.  
Perhaps the reminder of the blood-red poinsettia has never had such a deep meaning of how 
Christ’s blood can take away that sin.

Reader 1:  Maybe the fragrance and life of the evergreen has reminded you that we all need the 
assurance of abundant and eternal life that only Jesus Christ can give.  Perhaps you realize you 
need the unending love of a Father whose mercy is new every morning.

Reader 2:  If so, The Spirit of the Bride (we His church) say come!  Let him who hears come—
whoever is thirst, let him come and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life.

“In the First Light” Jack Darida / Darshan Hartgrove / Choral Group

Invitation to the Lord’s Table

“How Beautiful” April Lancaster

Closing Prayer


