
THE HANGING OF THE GREEN

The Gathering

Prelude

Congregation
 Those bringing poinsettias will quietly make their way to the foyer at the end of this hymn

Call to Worship #89    “O Come all Ye Faithful”

 Pastor: Tonight, we come together to prepare for the birthday of a King.
 People: Tonight we make ready our welcome for God’s only Son, Jesus of Nazareth.
 Pastor: We begin this special and holy season of Advent, the season of preparing our 

hearts to celebrate the birth of Christ.
 People: As we renew the special meaning of the Advent season, and the message of new 

hope and eternal life.
 Pastor: Let us clear our minds and open our hearts to the coming of the Lord.
 People: Let us also honor His birth by adorning our church for the coming of our King.
 Pastor: Let our songs and symbols represent our personal rededication of the glory of 

God and the manifestation of His love through His Son, Jesus Christ.
 All: “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that 

whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”

Invocation
 Those bringing candles will quietly make their way to the foyer at this time

The Poinsettias

Narration and Scripture Romans 5:6-11
 The bright, blood red poinsettia has become the most popular of all Christmas flowers.  

The star of the leaf is said to represent the star that stood over the Christ child.  The red 
flower represents the shed blood of Christ who came to be our Savior.

Solo  “Oh the Precious Blood of Jesus”    Cindy Goins
 Those bringing evergreens will quietly make their way to the foyer at this time

The Lighting of the Christmas Candles

Narration and Scripture John 1:1-5, 9-13
 Thank God for the Light—for coming of the Light

 And now the Christmas candles, as symbols of the warmth and tenderness and brightness 
of the life of God



 Let us light the Christmas Candles, feel the warmth—see their gleam—
 Fill our place of worship with the light and excitement of God’s love.

Solo  “O Holy Night”    John Little
 Those bringing wreaths will quietly make their way to the foyer at this time

The Evergreens

Narration and Scripture Genesis 1:11-12
 We call this service tonight, “The Hanging of the Green” because, traditionally, 

evergreens have been used to emphasize the nativity.  Green represents renewal, new life, 
freshness, and rebirth.  Plants such as pine, fir, holly, ivy, and mistletoe are called 
“evergreens” because they do not die; throughout the seasons of the year they remain 
“evergreen.”  It is no wonder that we decorate our sanctuary and our homes with 
evergreens during this Advent season.  It reminds us of the life that was and is 
“evergreen”, ever alive.

Special Music Ladies Trio
 Those bringing Nativity will quietly make their way to the foyer at this time

The Wreaths

Narration and Scripture John 3:16-18
 The wreaths that are hung on the windows also have symbolic significance.  Their 

endless circle reminds us of the endless love of God, and their green color, which is 
evergreen, reminds us that the new life that God gives to us will never die.

Congregation  “Christmas Medley”

The Christmas Bells

Narration and Scripture Galatians 4:4-7
 “Hark how the bells, sweet silver bells, all seem to say, throw cares away, Christmas is 

here, bringing good cheer to young and old, meek and the bold.”  These familiar words 
remind us of the importance of the ringing of bells during the Christmas season.  Their 
beautiful sounds remind us of the joy we feel in our own hearts and the joy we want to 
share with others during this Advent season.

Solo  “Carol of the Bells”    Matilda McGhee

The Nativity

Narration and Scripture Luke 2:8-14



 The Nativity or crèche is perhaps the most touching of all the Christmas decorations.  It is 
said that the St. Francis of Assisi created the first Nativity scene for the villagers of his 
town in order to help them visualize the gospel story of Jesus’ birth.

 Historically speaking, the Wise Men and Shepherds were probably not at the manger at 
the same time.  Theologically speaking, they belong together, signifying that Jesus came 
for all people:  rich and poor, wise and uneducated, those near and those far away.  The 
message of the angels was “good news of great joy which will come to all the people.”

 One day every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.

Solo  “Mary Did You Know?”    Lillian Stanley

Benediction

 And now may God, Creator of light, and trees and flowers, grant us peace.  As we have 
decorated this place of worship, may we also live lives of worship decorated with God’s 
forever things—forever love, forever life, forever living, forever growing, forever…
green.  In the name of God’s love and light in Jesus’ name. Amen

Congregation #96    “Good Christian Men, Rejoice”


